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Great Western Academy opened in September 2018 with Year 7 and the Sixth Form opened in 
September 2019.  The Academy has grown from strength to strength since opening.  GWA is 
proud to provide state of the art facilities for secondary education in North Swindon and to be 
able to offer students access to exceptional Sixth Form education.

By joining GWA, sixth form students will experience the very best teaching with fabulous 
resources, including their own laptops. Its size means that every student will know every teacher 
and they will be fully supported in their learning and future plans. Students will also get the 
opportunity to shape the way the Sixth Form operates as it grows and establishes itself as a 
leading provider of Post 16 education.

As well as providing a strong academic foundation we ensure our students have the skills to 
thrive as independent thinkers, creative problem solvers and adaptable lifelong learners. Our 
excellent teachers provide inspirational teaching and in addition to this, students will be able to 
take part in enrichment sessions and many other opportunities to learn beyond the classroom. 
The mix of curriculum and non-curriculum activities combine to give every student who attends 
GWA the best possible chance to succeed in whatever they want to do. This is embedded in our 
ethos of Achievement, Care and Excellence.  

This document outlines the A Level courses that we are committed to offering at GWA, subject 
to there being enough demand for a course to run.   As we are a growing school, we have the 
advantage of being able to be flexible with our offer of courses. If you would like to take an 
option that is not listed in this booklet, please indicate this on your application form and, if there 
is sufficient demand, we will endeavour to offer it.

As standard, we would expect students to choose 4 courses, or 3 A Levels and an Extended 
Project Qualification. We ask you to indicate a fifth choice as a reserve in case courses to do not 
have sufficient demand to run.

After applying you will be invited to visit us for a discussion about your choices. If you would like 
to visit beforehand or have questions, please contact office@gwacademy.co.uk. 

Mr Davis    Mr Smith
Principal    Head of Sixth Form

Welcome to 
GWA Sixth Form

Mr Davis
Principal

Mr Smith
Head of Sixth Form



The subjects we offer
Mathematics and Computing
• Mathematics A Level
• Further Mathematics A Level
• Core Mathematics (Level 3)
• Computer Science A Level
• Information Technology (BTEC Level 3 National Diploma)

English and Modern Foreign Languages
• English Language A Level
• English Literature A Level
• Media Studies A Level
• French A Level
• Spanish A Level

Sciences
• Biology A Level
• Chemistry A Level
• Physics A Level

Humanities
• Business A Level
• Economics A Level
• Geography A Level
• History A Level
• Law A Level
• Philosophy and Ethics (RS) A Level 
• Politics A Level
• Psychology A Level
• Sociology A Level

Art and Design Technology
• Art and Design (Fine Art) A Level
• Art and Design (Photography) A Level
• Art and Design (Textile Design) A Level
• Design Technology (Product Design) A Level

Performing Arts
• Drama and Theatre A Level
• Music A Level

• Physical Education A Level
• Extended Project Qualification (EPQ)





FACILITIES
As a modern school for the 21st century, Great Western Academy boasts state of the art facilities.  We 
are an ICT rich school environment.  The whole school is covered by WiFi network and all pupils will 
have their own laptop issued to support them in their studies, both in and out of school.  

All the classrooms have a modern, bright feeling and are well equipped to deliver an exceptional 
educational experience, including state of the art science laboratories. We make good use of cloud-
based technologies to deliver teaching and learning and use of technology is embedded into the 
learning experience.

The Sixth Form have their own Common Room area on the top floor of the school. This comprises a 
main common room space, a Café area and a stunning balcony that looks out towards Gloucestershire.  
Food is served for the Sixth Form in their Café area by our caterers, and there are facilities for them 
to make their own.  Sixth Form also have access to the sports and music facilities to use for agreed 
sessions in their non-contact time.

EXCELLENT OUTCOMES FOR ALL
Every student can expect to feel important and will be 
appropriately stretched and challenged. We have high 
expectations of students and encourage them to have 
high aspirations for their learning and their future. We 
believe that every student can realise and maximise their 
potential with the right teaching and support.

The Academy operates in a caring, friendly but 
professional environment, with clear rights and 
responsibilities understood by all. Lessons are conducted 
in a business-like manner where teachers can focus 
on teaching and students on learning. Our disciplinary 
procedures are firm but fair.

Excellent teaching, underpinned by high quality 
professional development and learning resources is 
vital. Our staff have been carefully recruited to ensure 
they meet the aims and ethos of the Academy and 
are excellent classroom practitioners. We personalise 
learning and make good use of data to improve teaching 
and to ensure that no student is left behind. We draw 
on evidence and experience of the best ways to achieve 
excellent outcomes for all. Classroom learning is 
supplemented by many visits and trips to bring 
learning alive for our students.

CAREERS ADVICE AND GUIDANCE
Careers provision in the sixth form will ensure that every student has access to high quality information, 
advice and guidance.  At GWA we want all our students to strive to achieve at the highest level in 
their studies, and outside of the classroom.  The careers curriculum will provide opportunities for 
the students to have meaningful interactions with a wide variety of employers and educators to 
ensure they are able to make informed choices for their next steps.  The experienced form tutors and 
teaching staff will support students through the UCAS application process or their applications for 
apprenticeship programmes.  Students will also take part in a work experience placement in Year 12 and 
may also look to take up a regular work placement as part of their programme of study.



PASTORAL CARE
Sixth Form students are placed into mixed tutor groups of about 20 students. Their tutor is the key 
point of contact for them and for their parents and is responsible for monitoring their academic and 
pastoral welfare. They also lead the tutor group in House competitions against others in a variety of 
activities.

The House system will develop further as the school expands. This facilitates a wide range of friendly 
competition in sport, the arts and academic activities, encouraging teamwork and leadership across the 
year groups many activities being led by sixth formers. In line with the Academy’s focus on enterprise 
the Houses will choose and contribute to a local charity or community programme and some House 
competitions have a focus on business and enterprise.

Our Houses are named after leaders within the British space industry - Aderin, Peake and Sharman - to 
reflect our high aspirations and our focus on technology, enterprise and hard work.



ENRICHMENT AND EXTRA CURRICULAR
All students in Years 7 to 11 take part in the Academy’s enrichment programme. The range of activities 
includes sports, arts, academic pursuits, alternative and additional qualifications, extended projects, 
social enterprise, community service and outdoor education. Sixth Formers are encouraged to support 
and lead these activities but also work with the Sixth Form team to develop a programme of their 
own enrichment activities. The Sixth Form will be able to take part in the Duke of Edinburgh Award at 
Gold level.  This is one of the most widely recognised extra-curricular awards and is highly regarded by 
universities and employers.

GETTING TO SCHOOL
We are keen to encourage sustainable transport and therefore we hope that students will walk, cycle 
or catch the bus to school whenever possible. Bus routes 9 and 957 run into the school site. There is 
provision for students to store their bicycles and helmets during the school day.  We also operate a 
minibus service to and from Highworth and Blunsdon for the Sixth Form.

The bus route 51 comes from Cirencester to Groundwell West, from there the number 9 can be 



ENTRY REQUIREMENTS
All students must meet the following academic entry criteria to be offered a place:
• Applicants will normally be required to have at least five grade 9-4 (or A* to C) passes at GCSE, 

including English (Language or Literature) and Mathematics.
• All applicants must meet the minimum requirements for the individual A Level or vocational subjects 

they wish to study (as listed).  Students not having met a grade requirement in their chosen subjects 
will be offered alternative subjects (if available) for which they have met the required standard. This 
information is available on our website at www.gwacademy.co.uk/sixth-form

• Applicants must be under the age of 19 at the start of their programme of study, have not 
completed two years of sixth form study at another provider and meet regulations regarding 
nationality, residency and eligibility for study in the UK.

Where there are more eligible students than places, oversubscription criteria will determine who is 
submitted. The full admission policy can be found at 
 http://www.gwacademy.co.uk/school-information/policies

HOW TO APPLY
Applications can be made for September 2021 from 
September 2020. A GWA Sixth Form application 
form should be completed and returned to Great 
Western Academy by 18th December 2020. The 
application form is available from the Great Western 
Academy website at http://www.gwacademy.co.uk/
sixth-form or by contacting the Academy.

Applications received by the closing date of 18th 
December 2020 will be considered as ‘on-time’. 
Any received after this date will be treated as ‘late’ 
and will be considered after all on-time applications 
have been considered.

GWA is committed to ensuring that all students 
receive information, advice and guidance about 
their application to ensure that they are making the 
right choices for their studies. After the application 
has been submitted, all applicants will be invited 
to discuss their course choices. Please note the 
application is considered solely on the student 
meeting the entry requirements listed.

Conditional offers will be made as soon as possible 
but no later than 31st May 2021
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 m
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 re
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in
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m
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s 
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d 

m
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hi
ne
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an

d 
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ity
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le
m

en
t a
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w
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 p

ro
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em
s 

an
d 
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 n
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nd
 in

no
va

tiv
e 

so
lu

tio
ns

 w
ith
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 d
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in
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 m
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pp
 d

ev
el

op
m

en
t t

o 
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m
an

 c
om

pu
te

r i
nt
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ac

tio
n.
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 c
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e 
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s 

an
 e

m
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n 
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ra
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ki
ng

, g
en

er
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 p
ro
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em

-s
ol

vi
ng
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or
ith

m
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 m
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he
m
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al
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in
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nd
 s
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en
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c 

an
d 

en
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ng
. S

tu
de

nt
s 
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r t
he
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llo

w
in
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nt
en

t u
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 th

e 
m
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n 

he
ad

in
gs

 o
f C

om
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r S
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ris
tic

s 
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 c
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m
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ce
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ft
w
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e 
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d 
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ft

w
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•

 
Ex
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ng

 D
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a
•

 
D
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a 

ty
pe

s,
 d
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a 

st
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ct
ur
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nd
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lg
or

ith
m

s
•

 
Le
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l, 

M
or

al
 a

nd
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ra
l i

ss
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s
•

 
El

em
en

ts
 o

f C
om

pu
ta

tio
na

l t
hi

nk
in

g
•

 
Pr

ob
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m
 s

ol
vi

ng
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nd
 p

ro
gr

am
m

in
g

•
 

Al
go
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hm

s 
to
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ol

ve
 p

ro
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em
s 

an
d 

st
an
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 a
lg

or
ith

m
s

Th
e 

m
aj

or
ity

 o
f C

om
pu

te
r S

ci
en

ce
 s

tu
de

nt
s 

pr
og

re
ss

 o
nt

o 
U

ni
ve

rs
ity

 to
 re
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 C

om
pu

te
r 

Sc
ie

nc
e,

 In
fo

rm
at

io
n 

Sy
st

em
s 

(m
ix

tu
re

 o
f 

Bu
si

ne
ss

 a
nd

 C
om

pu
te

r S
ci

en
ce

), 
En

gi
ne

er
in

g,
 

So
ft

w
ar

e 
D

ev
el

op
m

en
t, 

G
am

e 
D

es
ig

n 
an

d 
ev

en
 

M
at
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 a

nd
 P

hy
si

cs
 to

 n
am

e 
a 

fe
w

.
St

ud
en

ts
 w

ill
 a
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o 

fin
d 

th
at

 A
 L

ev
el

 C
om

pu
tin

g 
w

ill
 o

pe
n 

a 
ra

ng
e 

of
 e

m
pl

oy
m

en
t o

pp
or

tu
ni

tie
s 

as
 w

el
l a

s 
ac

ce
ss

 to
 e

nt
ry

 le
ve

l p
os

iti
on

s 
th

ro
ug

h 
ap

pr
en

tic
es

hi
ps

 a
nd

 a
cc

el
er

at
ed

 m
an

ag
em

en
t 

pr
og

ra
m

s.
Co

m
pu

tin
g 

st
ud

en
ts

 w
ill

 a
ls

o 
fin

d 
th

at
 th

e 
co

ur
se

 d
ev

el
op

s 
m

an
y 

tr
an

sf
er

ab
le

 s
ki

lls
 s

uc
h 

as
 

co
m

m
un

ic
at

io
n,

 in
de

pe
nd

en
t r

es
ea

rc
h,

 p
ro

je
ct

 
m

an
ag

em
en

t, 
nu

m
er

ac
y,

 re
po

rt
 w

rit
in

g 
an

d 
di

gi
ta

l 
lit

er
ac

y 
in

cl
us

iv
e 

of
 p

ro
gr

am
m

in
g 

an
d 

w
eb

 d
es

ig
n,

 
m

ak
in

g 
th

em
 a

 p
ot

en
tia

lly
 in

va
lu

ab
le

 e
m

pl
oy

ee
 

fo
r a

ny
 h

iri
ng

 c
om

pa
ny

.

In
fo

rm
at

io
n 

Te
ch

no
lo

gy
BT

EC
 L

ev
el

 
3 

N
at

io
na

l 
D

ip
lo

m
a

Ed
ex

ce
l

Ex
te

rn
al

 a
ss

es
s-

m
en

t -
 w

rit
te

n 
ex

am
 / 

co
nt

ro
lle

d 
co

ur
se

w
or

k 
- 4
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In
te

rn
al

ly
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ss
es

se
d 

co
ur

se
w

or
k 
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%
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 G

CS
Es

 g
ra

de
 4

 
an

d 
ab

ov
e

Th
is

 c
ou

rs
e 

co
ns

is
ts

 o
f e

ig
ht

 m
od

ul
es

, w
ith

 s
ix

 o
f t

he
 e

ig
ht

 b
ei

ng
 m

an
da

to
ry

 a
nd

 tw
o 

op
tio

na
l. 

Th
e 

op
tio

na
l 

m
od

ul
es

 a
llo

w
 s

tu
de

nt
s 

to
 e

xp
lo

re
 a

 to
pi

c 
of

 fu
rt

he
r i

nt
er

es
t o

ut
si

de
 o

f t
he

 m
an

da
to

ry
 c

on
te

nt
. T

he
 o

pt
io

na
l 

m
od

ul
es

 w
ill

 b
e 

ch
os

en
 o

n 
a 

m
aj

or
ity

 b
as

is
, m

ea
ni

ng
 a

ll 
st

ud
en

ts
 w

ill
 s

tu
dy

 th
e 

sa
m

e 
op

tio
na

l m
od

ul
es

 b
as

ed
 o

n 
a 

co
ns

en
su

s 
of

 in
te

re
st

s.
 T

he
 m

an
da

to
ry

 m
od

ul
es

 a
re

•
 

In
fo

rm
at

io
n 

Te
ch

no
lo

gy
 s

ys
te

m
s

•
 

Cr
ea

tin
g 

sy
st

em
s 

to
 m

an
ag

e 
in

fo
rm

at
io

n
•

 
U

si
ng

 s
oc

ia
l m

ed
ia

 a
s 

a 
bu

si
ne

ss
•

 
Pr

og
ra

m
m

in
g

•
 

IT
 P

ro
je

ct
 M

an
ag

em
en

t
•

 
Cy

be
r s

ec
ur

ity
 a

nd
 in

ci
de

nt
 m

an
ag

em
en

t

Th
er

e 
ar

e 
m

an
y 

op
tio

na
l m

od
ul

es
 a

va
ila

bl
e 

e.
g.

 w
eb

si
te

 d
ev

el
op

m
en

t; 
m

ob
ile

 a
pp

 d
ev

el
op

m
en

t; 
di

gi
ta

l 2
D

 a
nd

 3
D

 
gr

ap
hi

cs
; e

nt
er

pr
is

e 
in

 IT
; b

us
in

es
s 

pr
og

re
ss

 m
od

el
lin

g 
to

ol
s;

 c
lo

ud
 s

to
ra

ge
 a

nd
 c

ol
la

bo
ra

tio
n 

to
ol

s.

Th
e 

qu
al

ifi
ca

tio
n 

is
 d

es
ig

ne
d 

to
 b

e 
st

ud
ie

d 
ov

er
 tw

o 
ye

ar
s 

an
d 

ca
rr

ie
s 

U
CA

S 
ta

riff
 p

oi
nt

s.
 

St
ud

en
ts

 w
ill

 a
ls

o 
fin

d 
th

at
 th

e 
co

ur
se

 d
ev

el
op

s 
m

an
y 

tr
an

sf
er

ab
le

 s
ki

lls
 s

uc
h 

as
 c

om
m

un
ic

at
io

n,
 in

de
pe

nd
en

t 
re

se
ar

ch
, p

ro
je

ct
 m

an
ag

em
en

t, 
nu

m
er

ac
y,

 re
po

rt
 w

rit
in

g 
an

d 
di

gi
ta

l l
ite

ra
cy

 m
ak

in
g 

th
em

 a
 p

ot
en

tia
lly

 in
va

lu
ab

le
 

em
pl

oy
ee

 fo
r a

ny
 h

iri
ng

 c
om

pa
ny

.

It
 m

ee
ts

 e
nt

ry
 re

qu
ire

m
en

ts
 in

 it
s 

ow
n 

rig
ht

 fo
r 

so
m

e 
co

ur
se

s 
in

 IT
 o

r r
el

at
ed

 s
tu

dy
 s

uc
h 

as
 a

n 
H

N
C 

or
 H

N
D

 in
 C

om
pu

tin
g,

 E
ng

in
ee

rin
g 

or
 B

us
in

es
s 

M
an

ag
em

en
t. 

 

Fo
r p

ro
gr

es
si

on
 to

 a
 d

eg
re

e 
co

ur
se

, l
ea

rn
er

s 
sh

ou
ld

 n
or

m
al

ly
 s

tu
dy

 th
is

 q
ua

lifi
ca

tio
n 

al
on

gs
id

e 
ot

he
r q

ua
lifi

ca
tio

ns
, s

uc
h 

as
 a

n 
A 

Le
ve

l o
r 

BT
EC

 E
xt

en
de

d 
Ce

rt
ifi

ca
te

 in
 a

 d
iff

er
en

t o
r 

co
m

pl
em

en
ta

ry
 s

ub
je

ct
 a

re
a.
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t
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tr
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Q
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lifi

ca
tio

n
D
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cr
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tio

n
W
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t c
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ua
ge
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AQ
A
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or
k

G
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En

gl
is
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e 

5
Th

e 
A 

Le
ve

l E
ng

lis
h 

La
ng

ua
ge

 s
pe

ci
fic

at
io

n 
off

er
s 

op
po

rt
un

iti
es

 fo
r s

tu
de

nt
s 

to
 d

ev
el

op
 th

ei
r s

ub
je

ct
 e

xp
er

tis
e 

by
 

en
ga

gi
ng

 c
re

at
iv

el
y 

an
d 

cr
iti

ca
lly

 w
ith

 a
 w

id
e 

ra
ng

e 
of

 te
xt

s 
an

d 
di

sc
ou

rs
es

. S
tu

de
nt

s 
w

ill
 c

re
at

e 
te

xt
s 

an
d 

re
fle

ct
 

cr
iti

ca
lly

 o
n 

th
ei

r o
w

n 
pr

oc
es

se
s 

of
 p

ro
du

ct
io

n,
 w

hi
le

 a
na

ly
si

ng
 th

e 
te

xt
s 

pr
od

uc
ed

 b
y 

ot
he

rs
. T

he
 s

pe
ci

fic
at

io
n 

ex
pl

or
es

 th
e 

st
ud

y 
of

 E
ng

lis
h 

La
ng

ua
ge

 b
ot

h 
as

 a
 m

ed
iu

m
 o

f c
om

m
un

ic
at

io
n 

an
d 

as
 a

 to
pi

c 
in

 it
s 

ow
n 

rig
ht

, w
ith

 a
n 

em
ph

as
is

 o
n 

th
e 

ab
ili

ty
 o

f s
tu

de
nt

s 
to

 p
ur

su
e 

lin
es

 o
f e

nq
ui

ry
, d

eb
at

e 
di

ff
er

en
t v

ie
w

s,
 a

nd
 w

or
k 

in
de

pe
nd

en
tly

 to
 

re
se

ar
ch

 a
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ec
ts

 o
f l

an
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ag
e 

in
 u

se
. 

St
ud

en
ts

 w
ill

 s
tu

dy
: 

•
 

La
ng

ua
ge

, t
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 in
di

vi
du

al
 a

nd
 s

oc
ie

ty
 

•
 

La
ng

ua
ge

 d
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er
si

ty
 a

nd
 c
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ng

e 
•

 
La

ng
ua

ge
 in

 a
ct

io
n.

H
ig

he
r l

ev
el

 E
ng

lis
h 

La
ng

ua
ge

 d
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re
es

.
Li
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 S
pe
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h 
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d 
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ng
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 T
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ra
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Te

ac
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, P

ub
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el

at
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, P

ub
lic

 S
pe

ak
in

g,
 P

ub
lic

 
Se

ct
or
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le

s,
 M

ar
ke

tin
g,

 J
ou
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al
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m

, H
ea

lth
 a

nd
 

So
ci

al
 c
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at
iv

e 
W

rit
in

g.
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m

en
t
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Th

e 
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ilo
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y 

of
 th

is
 c

ou
rs

e 
ce

nt
re

s 
on

 te
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hi
ng

 th
e 

st
ud

en
ts

 th
e 

di
ff

er
en

t w
ay

s 
of

 re
ad

in
g 

an
d 

th
e 

co
nn

ec
tio

ns
 

w
hi

ch
 e

xi
st

 b
et

w
ee

n 
te

xt
s.

 T
he

re
 is

 a
 c

le
ar

 fo
cu

s 
on

 u
nd

er
st

an
di

ng
 g

en
re

, w
he

re
by

 th
e 

st
ud

en
ts

 w
ill

 b
ec

om
e 

ex
pe

rt
s 

in
 th

es
e 

ar
ea

s 
as

 th
ey

 e
xp

lo
re

 a
 p

le
th

or
a 

of
 te

xt
s.

 S
tu

dy
 o

f t
ex

ts
 w

ith
 th

e 
ch
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en

 li
te

ra
ry

 a
nd

 c
ul

tu
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l 
ge
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es

 in
 th

e 
ex
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in

ed
 to

pi
c 

ar
ea

s 
is

 e
nh

an
ce

d 
by

 th
e 

st
ud

y 
of

 c
rit

ic
al

 th
eo

ry
 in

 N
on

-E
xa

m
in

ed
 A

ss
es

sm
en

t 
(N

EA
). 

In
 th

is
 w

ay
, s

tu
de

nt
s 
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n 
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in
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 s
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er
st

an
di

ng
 o

f h
ow

 te
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s 
ca

n 
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 c
on

ne
ct

ed
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nd
 h

ow
 th
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 c

an
 

be
 in

te
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re
te

d 
in

 m
ul
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le

 w
ay

s 
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 th
at

 s
tu

de
nt

s 
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n 
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e 

at
 th
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r o

w
n 

in
te

rp
re

ta
tio

ns
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nd
 b

ec
om

e 
co

nfi
de

nt
 

au
to

no
m

ou
s 

re
ad

er
s.

 

By
 th

e 
en

d 
of

 th
e 

co
ur

se
, s

tu
de

nt
s 

w
ill

 h
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e 
ga

in
ed

 a
 b

ro
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 a
nd

 ri
ch

 li
te

ra
ry

 e
xp

er
ie

nc
e,

 w
hi
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t a
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o 
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iri
ng

 th
e 

ne
ce

ss
ar

y 
ex

am
 a

nd
 n

on
-e
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m

 s
ki

lls
, w

hi
ch

 w
ill

 u
nd
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ed
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 p
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 th
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 fo
r s

tu
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in
g 

th
e 

su
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ec
t, 

or
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e 
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el
y 
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ke
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 fu
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he

r a
fie

ld
.

St
ud

en
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 w
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 s
tu
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ng
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h 
Li

te
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tu
re

 th
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h 
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e 
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w
in
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to
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pe
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s 
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y
•

 
El

em
en

ts
 o

f c
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e 
w
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in

g
•

 
N
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-e
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m

in
ed
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ss

es
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en
t (
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iti

ca
l t

he
or

y 
an

d 
in

de
pe

nd
en

t s
tu

dy
 o

f t
ex
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)

En
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h 
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re
 d
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s 
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W

rit
in

g,
 B

ro
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ca
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in
g,

 P
ub
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ng
, T

ea
ch

in
g,
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ve
rt

is
in

g,
 L
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, L

ib
ra

ria
n,

 T
he

at
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nd

 th
e 
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, 
M

us
eu

m
s,

 E
di

to
r

M
ed
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 S

tu
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A
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k

G
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Th

e 
m

ed
ia

 is
 th

e 
m

os
t d

yn
am

ic
, i

nn
ov

at
iv

e 
an

d 
in

flu
en

tia
l m

et
ho

d 
of

 m
as

s 
co

m
m

un
ic

at
io

n 
of

 m
od

er
n 

tim
es

. I
t 

ha
s 

be
en

 re
po

rt
ed

 th
at

 a
du

lts
 in

 G
re

at
 B

rit
ai

n 
ar

e 
co

ns
um

in
g 

m
ed

ia
 fo

r a
lm

os
t 8

 h
ou

rs
 a

 d
ay

. T
ha

t’s
 8

 h
ou

rs
 a

 d
ay

 
w

at
ch

in
g 

fil
m

s 
an

d 
te

le
vi

si
on

, r
ea

di
ng

 n
ew

sp
ap

er
s,

 a
nd

 s
ift

in
g 

th
ro

ug
h 

on
lin

e 
m

ed
ia

. W
ith

in
 th

at
 ti

m
e,

 w
e 

ar
e 

bo
m

ba
rd

ed
 b

y 
ot

he
r p

eo
pl

e’
s 

re
pr

es
en

ta
tio

ns
 o

f t
he

 w
or

ld
 a

nd
 h

ow
 w

e 
re

sp
on

d 
to

 th
es

e 
re

pr
es

en
ta

tio
ns

 c
an

 
aff

ec
t o

ur
 p

er
ce

pt
io

ns
 o

f p
eo

pl
e,

 p
la

ce
s 

an
d 

so
ci

et
y,

 o
f p

ol
iti

cs
 a

nd
 c

ul
tu

re
, o

f o
ur

se
lv

es
 a

nd
 o

f o
ur

 p
la

ce
 in

 th
e 

w
or

ld
. M

ed
ia

 S
tu

di
es

 is
 a

 v
ita

l t
oo

l n
ec

es
sa

ry
 to

 u
nd

er
st

an
di

ng
 th

e 
m

ed
ia

’s
 s

ig
ni

fic
an

ce
 a

nd
 it

s 
po

w
er

.  
As

 a
 G

CE
 M

ed
ia

 S
tu

di
es

 s
tu

de
nt

, y
ou

 w
ill

 a
na

ly
se

 h
ow

 m
ed

ia
 p

ro
du

ct
s 

us
e 

la
ng

ua
ge

 a
nd

 re
pr

es
en

ta
tio

ns
 to

 c
re

at
e 

m
ea

ni
ng

. Y
ou

 w
ill

 le
ar

n 
ab

ou
t t

he
 m

ed
ia

 in
du

st
ry

 a
nd

 h
ow

 th
e 

in
du

st
ry

 a
ff

ec
ts

 h
ow

 m
ed

ia
 p

ro
du

ct
s 

ar
e 

m
ad

e.
 Y

ou
 

w
ill

 in
ve

st
ig

at
e 

m
ed

ia
 a

ud
ie

nc
es

, e
xp

lo
rin

g 
w

ho
 a

re
 th

e 
pe

op
le

 w
ho

 w
at

ch
, r

ea
d 

an
d 

co
ns

um
e 

th
e 

pr
od

uc
ts

 a
nd

 
co

ns
id

er
in

g 
ho

w
 d

iff
er

en
t p

eo
pl

e 
m

ig
ht

 re
sp

on
d 

to
 p

ro
du

ct
s 

di
ff

er
en

tly
, a

nd
 w

hy
.

O
ve

r o
ne

 h
un

dr
ed

 u
ni

ve
rs

iti
es

 o
ff

er
 c

ou
rs

es
 in

 
M

ed
ia

, C
om

m
un

ic
at

io
ns

 a
nd

 C
ul

tu
ra

l S
tu

di
es

 
in

 th
e 

U
K.

 A
 L

ev
el

 M
ed

ia
 S

tu
di

es
 h

el
ps

 y
ou

 to
 

pr
og

re
ss

 to
 th

es
e 

co
ur

se
s,

 a
s 

w
el

l a
s 

to
 th

os
e 

in
 o

th
er

 a
re

as
 s

uc
h 

En
gl

is
h,

 H
um

an
iti

es
 a

nd
 

So
ci

al
 S

ci
en

ce
s.

 T
he

re
 is

 a
 h

ug
e 

ar
ra

y 
of

 c
ar

ee
r 

op
po

rt
un

iti
es

 in
 th

e 
m

ed
ia

, w
hi

ch
 is

 a
n 

in
du

st
ry

 
th

at
 is

 g
ro

w
in

g 
at

 a
n 

ex
po

ne
nt

ia
l r

at
e.

 A
cc

or
di

ng
 

to
 P

W
C 

th
e 

en
te

rt
ai

nm
en

t a
nd

 m
ed

ia
 s

ec
to

r w
ill

 
be

 w
or

th
 £

76
 b

ill
io

n 
in

 2
02

1.

D
ra

m
a 

an
d 

Th
ea

tr
e 

A
 L

ev
el

Ed
uq

as

40
% 

ex
am

60
% 

pe
rf

or
m

an
ce

 
an

d 
w

rit
te

n 
co

ur
se

-
w

or
k

G
CS

E 
D

ra
m

a 
an

d 
En

gl
is

h 
gr

ad
e 

5 
w

ith
 p

ro
ve

n 
pa

rt
ic

ip
at

io
n 

in
 

pe
rf

or
m

in
g 

ar
ts

 
ac

tiv
iti

es
.

A 
Le

ve
l D

ra
m

a 
an

d 
Th

ea
tr

e 
is

 a
 c

re
at

iv
e 

an
d 

ch
al

le
ng

in
g 

co
ur

se
 th

at
 a

llo
w

s 
st

ud
en

ts
 to

 e
xp

lo
re

 a
 w

id
e 

ra
ng

e 
of

 
pr

ac
tic

al
 a

nd
 th

eo
re

tic
al

 s
ki

lls
. L

es
so

ns
 w

ill
 c

ov
er

 d
ev

is
ed

, s
cr

ip
te

d,
 a

nd
 w

rit
te

n 
el

em
en

ts
 o

f t
he

at
re

.

St
ud

en
ts

 w
ill

 e
xp

lo
re

 tw
o 

se
t t

ex
ts

 fr
om

 th
e 

pe
rs

pe
ct

iv
e 

of
 a

n 
ac

to
r, 

di
re

ct
or

 a
nd

 d
es

ig
ne

r, 
as

 w
el

l a
s 

th
e 

hi
st

or
ic

al
, 

so
ci

al
 a

nd
 c

ul
tu

ra
l c

on
te

xt
 o

f t
he

 p
la

ys
. S

tu
de

nt
s 

w
ill

 a
ls

o 
en

ga
ge

 w
ith

 a
 v

ar
ie

ty
 o

f t
he

at
re

 p
ra

ct
iti

on
er

s,
 a

nd
 

le
ar

n 
ho

w
 to

 a
pp

ly
 th

es
e 

m
et

ho
ds

 to
 th

ei
r o

w
n 

de
vi

se
d 

w
or

k,
 a

s 
w

el
l a

s 
sc

rip
te

d 
pe

rf
or

m
an

ce
s.

 L
iv

e 
Th

ea
tr

e 
is

 
an

 in
te

gr
al

 p
ar

t o
f t

he
 c

ou
rs

e 
an

d 
th

ea
tr

e 
tr

ip
s 

w
ill

 b
e 

or
ga

ni
se

d 
re

gu
la

rly
. S

tu
de

nt
s 

w
ill

 s
tu

dy
 d

ra
m

a 
th

ro
ug

h 
th

e 
fo

llo
w

in
g 

co
m

po
ne

nt
s:

•
 

Th
ea

tr
e 

W
or

ks
ho

p
•

 
Te

xt
 in

 A
ct

io
n

•
 

Te
xt

 in
 P

er
fo

rm
an

ce
   

St
ud

en
ts

 c
an

 b
e 

as
se

ss
ed

 a
s 

ac
to

rs
 o

r a
s 

te
ch

ni
ca

l c
an

di
da

te
s.

Th
is

 is
 a

n 
ex

ce
lle

nt
 A

 L
ev

el
 to

 e
nr

ic
h 

co
m

m
un

ic
at

io
n,

 c
re

at
iv

e,
 a

na
ly

tic
al

 a
nd

 re
fle

ct
iv

e 
sk

ill
s.

 

Ca
re

er
s 

in
cl

ud
e 

bu
t a

re
 n

ot
 li

m
ite

d 
to

 - 
ac

to
r; 

te
ac

he
r; 

di
re

ct
or

; l
aw

; j
ou

rn
al

is
m

, m
ed

ia
; w

rit
er

; 
ar

ts
; s

oc
ia

l w
or

ke
r; 

dr
am

a 
th

er
ap

is
t; 

pr
oj

ec
t 

m
an

ag
er



Su
bj

ec
t

En
tr

y 
Q

ua
lifi

ca
tio

n
D

es
cr

ip
tio

n
W

ha
t i

t c
ou

ld
 le

ad
 to

Bi
ol

og
y

A
 L

ev
el

AQ
A

10
0%

 e
xa

m

G
CS

E 
Bi

ol
og

y 
gr

ad
e 

6 
(o

r 
co

m
bi

ne
d 

sc
ie

nc
e 

66
) a

nd
 G

CS
E 

M
at

he
m

at
ic

s 
gr

ad
e 

5 
on

 H
ig

he
r 

Pa
pe

r

Bi
ol

og
y 

is
 th

e 
st

ud
y 

of
 li

vi
ng

 th
in

gs
; h

ow
 th

ey
 fu

nc
tio

n,
 h

ow
 th

ey
 e

vo
lv

ed
 a

nd
 h

ow
 th

ey
 in

te
ra

ct
. T

he
re

 is
 a

 s
tr

on
g 

pr
ac

tic
al

 e
le

m
en

t i
nv

ol
vi

ng
 b

ot
h 

la
b 

an
d 

fie
ld

 w
or

k 
an

d 
st

ud
en

ts
 w

ill
 d

ev
el

op
 th

ei
r s

ci
en

tifi
c 

in
ve

st
ig

at
io

n 
sk

ill
s 

th
ro

ug
ho

ut
 th

e 
co

ur
se

, e
ar

ni
ng

 th
ei

r p
ra

ct
ic

al
 e

nd
or

se
m

en
t. 

Th
e 

co
ur

se
 is

 d
iv

id
ed

 in
to

 th
e 

fo
llo

w
in

g 
to

pi
cs

: 

•
 

Bi
ol

og
ic

al
 m

ol
ec

ul
es

•
 

Ce
lls

•
 

Tr
an

sp
or

t a
cr

os
s 

m
em

br
an

es
•

 
Ce

ll 
re

co
gn

iti
on

 a
nd

 th
e 

im
m

un
e 

sy
st

em
•

 
O

rg
an

is
m

s 
an

d 
th

e 
en

vi
ro

nm
en

t

•
 

G
en

et
ic

 v
ar

ia
tio

n,
 in

fo
rm

at
io

n 
an

d 
re

la
tio

ns
hi

ps
•

 
En

er
gy

 tr
an

sf
er

•
 

Re
sp

on
di

ng
 to

 c
ha

ng
es

 in
 th

e 
en

vi
ro

nm
en

t
•

 
Po

pu
la

tio
ns

, e
vo

lu
tio

n 
an

d 
ec

os
ys

te
m

s
•

 
Th

e 
co

nt
ro

l o
f g

en
e 

ex
pr

es
si

on

St
ud

yi
ng

 th
is

 A
 L

ev
el

 is
 a

 g
oo

d 
fo

un
da

tio
n 

fo
r 

de
gr

ee
 c

ou
rs

es
 in

 b
io

lo
gi

ca
l s

ci
en

ce
s,

 z
oo

lo
gy

, 
ge

ne
tic

s,
 n

ur
si

ng
 a

nd
 m

ed
ic

in
e.

 It
 c

ou
ld

 a
ls

o 
un

lo
ck

 a
 li

fe
-lo

ng
 in

te
re

st
 in

 li
vi

ng
 th

in
gs

 a
nd

 
th

e 
en

vi
ro

nm
en

t w
e 

liv
e 

in
 a

s 
w

el
l a

s 
de

ve
lo

pi
ng

 
la

bo
ra

to
ry

 s
ki

lls
 a

nd
 a

n 
en

qu
iri

ng
 m

in
d.

Ch
em

is
tr

y 
A

 L
ev

el

AQ
A

10
0%

 e
xa

m

G
CS

E 
Ch

em
is

tr
y 

gr
ad

e 
6 

(o
r 

co
m

bi
ne

d 
sc

ie
nc

e 
gr

ad
e 

66
) a

nd
 

G
CS

E 
M

at
he

m
at

ic
s 

gr
ad

e 
5 

on
 H

ig
he

r 
Pa

pe
r

Ch
em

is
tr

y 
is

 e
ss

en
tia

l t
o 

un
de

rs
ta

nd
in

g 
th

e 
w

or
ld

 a
ro

un
d 

us
. C

he
m

is
tr

y 
is

 a
 p

ra
ct

ic
al

 s
ub

je
ct

, b
ut

 it
 a

ls
o 

off
er

s 
an

 
op

po
rt

un
ity

 to
 a

pp
ly

 y
ou

r m
at

he
m

at
ic

al
 s

ki
lls

 a
nd

 te
st

 y
ou

r p
ro

bl
em

 s
ol

vi
ng

. T
he

 s
ub

je
ct

 is
 s

pl
it 

up
 in

to
 th

re
e 

m
ai

n 
br

an
ch

es

O
rg

an
ic

•
 

Al
ka

ne
s

•
 

H
al

oa
lk

an
es

•
 

Al
ke

ne
s

•
 

Al
co

ho
ls

•
 

An
al

ys
is

In
or

ga
ni

c
•

 
Pe

rio
di

ci
ty

•
 

G
ro

up
 2

•
 

G
ro

up
 7

Ph
ys

ic
al

•
 

At
om

ic
 s

tr
uc

tu
re

•
 

M
ol

es
•

 
Bo

nd
in

g
•

 
Ki

ne
tic

s
•

 
Eq

ui
lib

ria
•

 
Re

do
x

St
ud

yi
ng

 th
is

 A
 L

ev
el

 is
 a

 g
oo

d 
fo

un
da

tio
n 

fo
r d

eg
re

e 
co

ur
se

s 
in

 C
he

m
is

tr
y,

 A
cc

ou
nt

in
g,

 
En

gi
ne

er
in

g,
 V

et
er

in
ar

y 
an

d 
M

ed
ic

in
e.

 It
 c

ou
ld

 
al

so
 u

nl
oc

k 
a 

lif
e-

lo
ng

 in
te

re
st

 in
 li

vi
ng

 th
in

gs
 a

nd
 

th
e 

en
vi

ro
nm

en
t w

e 
liv

e 
in

 a
s 

w
el

l a
s 

de
ve

lo
pi

ng
 

la
bo

ra
to

ry
 s

ki
lls

 a
nd

 a
n 

en
qu

iri
ng

 m
in

d.

Ph
ys

ic
s

A
 L

ev
el

AQ
A

10
0%

 e
xa

m

G
CS

E 
Ph

ys
ic

s 
gr

ad
e 

6 
(o

r 
co

m
bi

ne
d 

sc
ie

nc
e 

gr
ad

e 
66

) a
nd

 
G

CS
E 

M
at

he
m

at
ic

s 
gr

ad
e 

6

Th
e 

AQ
A 

A 
Le

ve
l P

hy
si

cs
 c

ou
rs

e 
is

 in
te

re
st

in
g,

 e
xc

iti
ng

 a
nd

 re
le

va
nt

 to
 th

e 
re

al
 w

or
ld

.  
Th

e 
fo

cu
s 

up
on

 p
ra

ct
ic

al
 

w
or

k,
 a

nd
 th

e 
ra

ng
e 

of
 o

pt
io

na
l t

op
ic

s 
av

ai
la

bl
e 

fo
r Y

ea
r 1

3,
 m

ak
e 

th
is

 a
 p

ar
tic

ul
ar

ly
 a

tt
ra

ct
iv

e 
sp

ec
ifi

ca
tio

n 
fo

r 
te

ac
hi

ng
 a

nd
 le

ar
ni

ng
. 

 St
ud

en
ts

 w
ill

 le
ar

n 
ab

ou
t m

ea
su

re
m

en
ts

 a
nd

 th
ei

r e
rr

or
s,

 p
ar

tic
le

s 
an

d 
ra

di
at

io
n,

 w
av

es
, m

ec
ha

ni
cs

 a
nd

 e
ne

rg
y,

 
el

ec
tr

ic
ity

, f
ur

th
er

 m
ec

ha
ni

cs
 a

nd
 th

er
m

al
 p

hy
si

cs
, fi

el
ds

 a
nd

 n
uc

le
ar

 p
hy

si
cs

.  
In

 a
dd

iti
on

, o
ne

 o
pt

io
na

l s
ub

je
ct

 w
ill

 
be

 s
tu

di
ed

 in
 g

re
at

er
 d

ep
th

 in
 th

e 
se

co
nd

 y
ea

r f
ro

m
 a

 ra
ng

e 
in

cl
ud

in
g 

as
tr

op
hy

si
cs

, m
ed

ic
al

 p
hy

si
cs

 a
nd

 e
ng

in
ee

rin
g 

ph
ys

ic
s.

Th
e 

co
ur

se
 is

 in
te

nd
ed

 to
 in

sp
ire

 s
tu

de
nt

s,
 n

ur
tu

re
 

a 
pa

ss
io

n 
fo

r p
hy

si
cs

 a
nd

 la
y 

th
e 

gr
ou

nd
w

or
k 

fo
r f

ur
th

er
 s

tu
dy

 in
 s

ci
en

ce
 o

r e
ng

in
ee

rin
g.

  I
n 

ad
di

tio
n,

 P
hy

si
cs

 is
 h

el
d 

in
 h

ig
h 

re
ga

rd
 a

s 
a 

ch
al

le
ng

in
g 

an
d 

re
w

ar
di

ng
 A

 L
ev

el
 s

ub
je

ct
 a

nd
 

th
er

ef
or

e 
pr

ov
id

es
 a

 g
oo

d 
qu

al
ifi

ca
tio

n 
to

 s
up

po
rt

 
en

tr
y 

in
to

 m
an

y 
ot

he
r c

ar
ee

rs
.



Su
bj

ec
t

En
tr

y 
Q

ua
lifi

ca
tio

n
D

es
cr

ip
tio

n
W

ha
t i

t c
ou

ld
 le

ad
 to

Bu
si

ne
ss

A
 L

ev
el

AQ
A

10
0%

 e
xa

m

M
at

he
m

at
ic

s 
an

d 
En

gl
is

h 
G

CS
E 

gr
ad

e 
4,

 p
lu

s 
Bu

si
ne

ss
 

gr
ad

e 
4 

(if
 ta

ke
n)

 
or

 a
no

th
er

 
H

um
an

iti
es

 s
ub

je
ct

G
CS

E 
Bu

si
ne

ss
 is

 
no

t a
 re

qu
ire

m
en

t

Th
is

 A
 L

ev
el

 B
us

in
es

s 
co

ur
se

 in
tr

od
uc

es
 y

ou
 to

 a
ll 

yo
u 

ne
ed

 to
 k

no
w

 a
bo

ut
 w

or
ki

ng
 in

 b
us

in
es

s,
 p

ro
vi

di
ng

 a
 s

ol
id

 
fo

un
da

tio
n 

fo
r f

ur
th

er
 s

tu
dy

.  
 W

ith
 a

 fo
cu

s 
on

 h
el

pi
ng

 y
ou

 to
 b

ec
om

e 
a 

go
od

 d
ec

is
io

n 
m

ak
er

, y
ou

’ll
 le

ar
n 

es
se

nt
ia

l 
m

an
ag

er
ia

l s
ki

lls
, a

lo
ng

si
de

 te
ch

ni
qu

es
 to

 h
el

p 
yo

u 
be

co
m

e 
an

 a
na

ly
tic

al
 p

ro
bl

em
 s

ol
ve

r. 
 

Th
es

e 
sk

ill
s 

ar
e 

al
l h

ig
hl

y 
so

ug
ht

 a
ft

er
 a

nd
 v

al
ue

d 
in

 a
 w

id
e 

ra
ng

e 
of

 c
ar

ee
rs

. T
he

 c
ou

rs
e 

w
ill

 c
ov

er
 th

e 
fo

llo
w

in
g 

to
pi

cs
:

•
 

W
ha

t i
s 

bu
si

ne
ss

?
•

 
M

an
ag

er
s,

 le
ad

er
sh

ip
 a

nd
 d

ec
is

io
n 

m
ak

in
g

•
 

D
ec

is
io

n 
m

ak
in

g 
to

 im
pr

ov
e 

m
ar

ke
tin

g 
pe

rf
or

m
an

ce
•

 
D

ec
is

io
n 

m
ak

in
g 

to
 im

pr
ov

e 
op

er
at

io
na

l p
er

fo
rm

an
ce

•
 

D
ec

is
io

n 
m

ak
in

g 
to

 im
pr

ov
e 

fin
an

ci
al

 p
er

fo
rm

an
ce

•
 

D
ec

is
io

n 
m

ak
in

g 
to

 im
pr

ov
e 

hu
m

an
 re

so
ur

ce
 

pe
rf

or
m

an
ce

•
 

An
al

ys
in

g 
th

e 
st

ra
te

gi
c 

po
si

tio
n 

of
 a

 b
us

in
es

s
•

 
Ch

oo
si

ng
 th

e 
st

ra
te

gi
c 

di
re

ct
io

n
•

 
St

ra
te

gi
c 

m
et

ho
ds

 - 
ho

w
 to

 p
ur

su
e 

st
ra

te
gi

es
•

 
M

an
ag

in
g 

st
ra

te
gi

c 
ch

an
ge

Bu
si

ne
ss

 A
 L

ev
el

 c
an

 le
ad

 to
 a

 w
id

e 
va

rie
ty

 o
f 

bu
si

ne
ss

, m
an

ag
em

en
t, 

ec
on

om
ic

s 
or

 fi
na

nc
e 

su
bj

ec
ts

 a
t u

ni
ve

rs
ity

.

Th
e 

co
ur

se
 w

ill
 p

re
pa

re
 y

ou
 w

el
l f

or
 e

nt
er

in
g 

th
e 

w
or

ld
 o

f w
or

k,
 p

ar
tic

ul
ar

ly
 fo

r m
an

ag
em

en
t a

nd
 

le
ad

er
sh

ip
 ro

le
s 

or
 fo

r r
un

ni
ng

 y
ou

r o
w

n 
bu

si
ne

ss
.

Ec
on

om
ic

s
A

 L
ev

el

Ed
ex

ce
l

10
0%

 e
xa

m

G
CS

E 
M

at
he

m
at

ic
s 

gr
ad

e 
6

Ec
on

om
ic

s 
do

es
n’

t j
us

t h
ap

pe
n 

in
 b

an
ks

 a
nd

 g
ov

er
nm

en
ts

. I
t i
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