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Welcome to
GWA Sixth Form

Mr Davis Mr Smith
Principal Head of Sixth Form

Great Western Academy opened in September 2018 with Year 7 and the Sixth Form opened in
September 2019. The Academy has grown from strength to strength since opening. GWA is
proud to provide state of the art facilities for secondary education in North Swindon and to be
able to offer students access to exceptional Sixth Form education.

By joining GWA, sixth form students will experience the very best teaching with fabulous
resources, including their own laptops. Its size means that every student will know every teacher
and they will be fully supported in their learning and future plans. Students will also get the
opportunity to shape the way the Sixth Form operates as it grows and establishes itself as a
leading provider of Post 16 education.

As well as providing a strong academic foundation we ensure our students have the skills to
thrive as independent thinkers, creative problem solvers and adaptable lifelong learners. Our
excellent teachers provide inspirational teaching and in addition to this, students will be able to
take part in enrichment sessions and many other opportunities to learn beyond the classroom.
The mix of curriculum and non-curriculum activities combine to give every student who attends
GWA the best possible chance to succeed in whatever they want to do. This is embedded in our
ethos of Achievement, Care and Excellence.

This document outlines the A Level courses that we are committed to offering at GWA, subject
to there being enough demand for a course to run. As we are a growing school, we have the
advantage of being able to be flexible with our offer of courses. If you would like to take an
option that is not listed in this booklet, please indicate this on your application form and, if there
is sufficient demand, we will endeavour to offer it.

As standard, we would expect students to choose 4 courses, or 3 A Levels and an Extended
Project Qualification. We ask you to indicate a fifth choice as a reserve in case courses to do not
have sufficient demand to run.

After applying you will be invited to visit us for a discussion about your choices. If you would like
to visit beforehand or have questions, please contact office@gwacademy.co.uk.

D

Mr Davis Mr Smith
Principal Head of Sixth Form



The subjects we offer

Mathematics and Computing

e Mathematics A Level

e Further Mathematics A Level

e Core Mathematics (Level 3)

e Computer Science A Level

e Information Technology (BTEC Level 3 National Diploma)

English and Modern Foreign Languages
e English Language A Level

e English Literature A Level

* Media Studies A Level

e French A Level

e Spanish A Level

Sciences

e Biology A Level

e Chemistry A Level
e Physics A Level

Humanities

e Business A Level

e Economics A Level

e Geography A Level

e History A Level

e Law A Level

* Philosophy and Ethics (RS) A Level
e Politics A Level

e Psychology A Level

e Sociology A Level

Art and Design Technology

e Artand Design (Fine Art) A Level

e Artand Design (Photography) A Level

e Art and Design (Textile Design) A Level

e Design Technology (Product Design) A Level

Performing Arts
¢ Drama and Theatre A Level
e Music A Level

e Physical Education A Level
e Extended Project Qualification (EPQ)






FACILITIES

As a modern school for the 21st century, Great Western Academy boasts state of the art facilities. We
are an ICT rich school environment. The whole school is covered by WiFi network and all pupils will
have their own laptop issued to support them in their studies, both in and out of school.

All the classrooms have a modern, bright feeling and are well equipped to deliver an exceptional
educational experience, including state of the art science laboratories. We make good use of cloud-
based technologies to deliver teaching and learning and use of technology is embedded into the
learning experience.

The Sixth Form have their own Common Room area on the top floor of the school. This comprises a
main common room space, a Café area and a stunning balcony that looks out towards Gloucestershire.
Food is served for the Sixth Form in their Café area by our caterers, and there are facilities for them

to make their own. Sixth Form also have access to the sports and music facilities to use for agreed
sessions in their non-contact time.

EXCELLENT OUTCOMES FOR ALL

Every student can expect to feel important and will be
appropriately stretched and challenged. We have high
expectations of students and encourage them to have
high aspirations for their learning and their future. We
believe that every student can realise and maximise their
potential with the right teaching and support.

The Academy operates in a caring, friendly but
professional environment, with clear rights and
responsibilities understood by all. Lessons are conducted
in a business-like manner where teachers can focus

on teaching and students on learning. Our disciplinary
procedures are firm but fair.

Excellent teaching, underpinned by high quality
professional development and learning resources is
vital. Our staff have been carefully recruited to ensure
they meet the aims and ethos of the Academy and

are excellent classroom practitioners. We personalise
learning and make good use of data to improve teaching
and to ensure that no student is left behind. We draw
on evidence and experience of the best ways to achieve
excellent outcomes for all. Classroom learning is
supplemented by many visits and trips to bring
learning alive for our students.

CAREERS ADVICE AND GUIDANCE

Careers provision in the sixth form will ensure that every student has access to high quality information,
advice and guidance. At GWA we want all our students to strive to achieve at the highest level in

their studies, and outside of the classroom. The careers curriculum will provide opportunities for

the students to have meaningful interactions with a wide variety of employers and educators to

ensure they are able to make informed choices for their next steps. The experienced form tutors and
teaching staff will support students through the UCAS application process or their applications for
apprenticeship programmes. Students will also take part in a work experience placement in Year 12 and
may also look to take up a regular work placement as part of their programme of study.



PASTORAL CARE

Sixth Form students are placed into mixed tutor groups of about 20 students. Their tutor is the key
point of contact for them and for their parents and is responsible for monitoring their academic and
pastoral welfare. They also lead the tutor group in House competitions against others in a variety of
activities.

The House system will develop further as the school expands. This facilitates a wide range of friendly
competition in sport, the arts and academic activities, encouraging teamwork and leadership across the
year groups many activities being led by sixth formers. In line with the Academy’s focus on enterprise
the Houses will choose and contribute to a local charity or community programme and some House
competitions have a focus on business and enterprise.

Our Houses are named after leaders within the British space industry - Aderin, Peake and Sharman - to
reflect our high aspirations and our focus on technology, enterprise and hard work.

@GWASwiIndon

@GWASwindon

@GWASwindon

Great Western Academy Swindon

www.gwacademy.co.uk




ENRICHMENT AND EXTRA CURRICULAR

All students in Years 7 to 11 take part in the Academy’s enrichment programme. The range of activities
includes sports, arts, academic pursuits, alternative and additional qualifications, extended projects,
social enterprise, community service and outdoor education. Sixth Formers are encouraged to support
and lead these activities but also work with the Sixth Form team to develop a programme of their

own enrichment activities. The Sixth Form will be able to take part in the Duke of Edinburgh Award at
Gold level. This is one of the most widely recognised extra-curricular awards and is highly regarded by
universities and employers.

GETTING TO SCHOOL

We are keen to encourage sustainable transport and therefore we hope that students will walk, cycle
or catch the bus to school whenever possible. Bus routes 9 and 957 run into the school site. There is
provision for students to store their bicycles and helmets during the school day. We also operate a
minibus service to and from Highworth and Blunsdon for the Sixth Form.

The bus route 51 comes from Cirencester to Groundwell West, from there the number 9 can be




ENTRY REQUIREMENTS

All students must meet the following academic entry criteria to be offered a place:

* Applicants will normally be required to have at least five grade 9-4 (or A* to C) passes at GCSE,
including English (Language or Literature) and Mathematics.

e All applicants must meet the minimum requirements for the individual A Level or vocational subjects
they wish to study (as listed). Students not having met a grade requirement in their chosen subjects
will be offered alternative subjects (if available) for which they have met the required standard. This
information is available on our website at www.gwacademy.co.uk/sixth-form

e Applicants must be under the age of 19 at the start of their programme of study, have not
completed two years of sixth form study at another provider and meet regulations regarding
nationality, residency and eligibility for study in the UK.

Where there are more eligible students than places, oversubscription criteria will determine who is
submitted. The full admission policy can be found at
http://www.gwacademy.co.uk/school-information/policies

HOW TO APPLY

Applications can be made for September 2021 from
September 2020. A GWA Sixth Form application
form should be completed and returned to Great
Western Academy by 18th December 2020. The
application form is available from the Great Western
Academy website at http://www.gwacademy.co.uk/
sixth-form or by contacting the Academy.

Applications received by the closing date of 18th
December 2020 will be considered as ‘on-time’.
Any received after this date will be treated as ‘late’
and will be considered after all on-time applications
have been considered.

GWA is committed to ensuring that all students
receive information, advice and guidance about
their application to ensure that they are making the
right choices for their studies. After the application
has been submitted, all applicants will be invited

to discuss their course choices. Please note the
application is considered solely on the student
meeting the entry requirements listed.

Conditional offers will be made as soon as possible
but no later than 31st May 2021
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